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Bashaw of Mousul, and we should have accepted of It If It
had not been for our baggage.
With relation to your expences, the quicker you travel they
are the less. But you must often submit to necessity; thus
an extraordinary severe spring retarded us for several davs.
Besides, we had more servants than were necessary, aad were
more extravagant in our clothes than I since have found there
was occasion for; insomuch that, including the utensils of the
kitchen, it cost us 400 rupees apiece. If you have good gold,
you may make ten per cent, of it, but ours was so indifferent
that it was reduced almost to par.
I have sent my diary to Mr. Dorril1, and propose, if I have
time, to send him a copy of my expences with remarks. Those
who can afford to be free of their money on the road may travel
through these countries with the utmost ease and security,
and will meet with the highest respect. We might have been
introduced to the Bashaws of all the places which we passed
through, but we declined it when we found it to be attended
with expence. They commonly present you a vest upon these
occasions, but then In return you are to give thirty or forty
rupees to the servant.
The gentlemen of Aleppo particularly recommended it to
me to wipe off the aspersion of inhospitality which has been
thrown upon them; which I can do with the greatest justice
from my own experience; and they wish for nothing more
than to have this road more frequented by gentlemen from
India. However, it will not be amiss to bring a line from the
Resident at Busserah, as the most ready way to make yourself
known, and then you need not fear meeting with the kindest
reception.
ELIOT ELIOT.
Aleppo, April 2, 1741.
PS. When we were at Busserah there were boats to be hired
for Bagdad, which perform the voyage in fifteen days. The
1 Thomas Dorrill was Agent at Basra from August 1739 to about May
1746, when he returned to Bombay as a member of the Council there,
leaving Thomas Grendon in charge at Basra. The latter held office until
relieved by Nathaniel Pomfret in May 1748.